A.P. WORLD HISTORY

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

 2008-2009

Part I:  Guns, Germs and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond 

1. Read the FOLLOWING chapters in the book and answer the accompanying questions in complete sentence form. Be sure to elaborate your points. 

A. Prologue (pages 13-15): What is Yali’s question? Restate the question in your own words.

B. Chapter 3: How does Pizarro's capture of Atahuallpa explain why Europeans colonized the New World instead of Native Americans colonizing Europe?

C. Chapter 4: How did the availability of domestic plants and animals explain why empire, literacy, and steel weapons developed earliest in Eurasia? 

D. Chapter 6: What factors contributed to hunter-gatherers becoming farmers?

E. Chapter 10: How did axis orientations of continents affect the success or non-success of human beings in various areas of the world? 

F. Chapter 11: How does the role of germs figure in answering Yali's question?

G. Chapter 12: Why did writing arise in and spread to some societies and not to many others? 

H. Chapter 13: Under what kinds of conditions does technology develop and how and why did technology development differ from one place to another? 

I. Chapter 14: How do the institutions of society change over time and how are these changes related to the "agents of conquest", guns, germs, and steel?

J. Epilogue: Diamond restates his original question and sums up his major points here.  What do you think he is saying about the future of human history as a science?

2. After you have completed the reading and answered the questions, you are to write a 250 to 500 word (1-2 typed pages) book review of Guns Germs and Steel.  Divide the review into three parts:

A. The first third is a description of what the reviewer feels was the author’s intent in writing the book.  If you read a book entitled The Crusades, don’t assume that the author’s purpose was to tell the reader about the Crusades or to describe the Crusades.  His purpose may be to persuade you that the Crusades were important because they altered commerce or his purpose may be to persuade the reader that the Crusades were a crucial step on the road to Turkish expansion.  One way or the other, the author has an agenda.  Spend this third of the review describing what you discovered about this.

B. The second third of your review should describe how Diamond went about his task.  What kind of evidence did he rely on?  What were his sources – or does he even let you know?  Does he use intelligent graphics – pictures, tables, graph, etc.?  Do they help clarify and add to the text, or are they padding or just confusing, or poorly introduced?  Does he write well?  Is he entertained by this subject, or is he just grinding out a book?

C. The last third of your review is critical.  It is here that you EVALUATE his success.  Did he persuade you?  Did he really bore you, or anger you, or confuse you?  Was it indeed a book that needed to be written, or was it a waste of your time and his?  What would you advise other readers of the book?  Read it?  Check it out but be cautious?  Forget about it?

Part II:  Biography of an Empire Builder
Read EITHER King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror and Heroism in Colonial Africa by Adam Hochschild OR Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World by Jack Weatherford.
After you have completed the reading you are to write a 1000 to 1500 word (4 to 5 typed pages) essay answering the following question about your world leader:
Analyze the strategies and tactics used by King Leopold to conquer and rule his empire.

OR
Analyze the strategies of Genghis Khan and his successors to conquer and rule the Mongol Empire.

Final Notes:

All summer reading books are available in paperback on-line, both new and used editions.  They are also carried by most major bookstores. 
Please type the summer assignment – remember that this is a college class.

If you have any questions, please e-mail Ms. FitzPatrick at fitzpatricka@fultonschools.org or Mr. Schuler at schulerm@fultonchools.org.

