A.P. WORLD HISTORY SYLLABUS
2008-2009 Roswell High School 
Mr. Schuler, Instructor

schulerm@fultonschools.org

http://www.nasoa.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The purpose of AP World History is to develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and Contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies over time. This understanding is achieved through a combination of selective factual knowledge and analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. This is a conceptually oriented course not a fact-base one.

AP World History is organized into five major periods/units in which an immense variety of topics and ideas are explored. They are as follows:

Foundations



7 weeks

600 to 1450 



8 weeks

1450 to 1750 



7 weeks


1750 to 1914



7 weeks

1914 to the present


7 weeks

The five overarching major themes of AP World History are:

1. Interaction between humans and the environment.

2. Development and interaction of cultures
3. State-building, expansion, and conflict

4. Creation, expansion and interaction of economic systems

5. Development and transformation of social structures

Text

The primary text for this course is The Earth and Its People: Global History by Richard Bulliet, et.al. This is a college-level text and costs $75.00.

Other materials needed are: two three-ring binders, colored pencils/markers, highlighters, pens, 3 x 5 note cards, and any other organizational tools that will help your student be successful.
Requirements
Students are expected to:

· Keep one notebook in a three ring binder.
· Keep all of their materials organized in a chronological order by unit and chapter of study. This type of organization will make it much easier to prepare for class discussions, activities, tests and the final AP exam.

· Complete ALL assignments whether reading, writings, projects, demonstrations are due on the dates listed in the semester outline unless changed by the instructor.  

· Read in their entirety ALL readings whether in the text, handouts, or documents will be read.  
· Show RESPECT, exercise COURTESY to all members of the class at all times, and value and practice HONESTY
Class Policies
· Students are expected to be in their seats when the bell rings or he/she she will be marked tardy.

· If a student is absent from school, it is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to ask what material or work was missed and to be completed within the next school day of the absence or the grade will be recorded as a ZERO.  All course work can be found on the website (www.nasoa.com).
· If a student misses a test, that test MUST be made up WITHIN THREE DAYS or the test grade will be a zero. Arrangements to make up tests need to be made with the instructor.  
· Students are expected to be prepared for class will all necessary materials (notebooks, pencil or pen, text) and to turn in all written assignments ON TIME!!!!  Late homework will not be accepted.  Late projects / essays will not be accepted for full credit.  Work on those items (and these items only) received one day late will receive a 50 percent.    
· Students are expected to read ALL material assigned - in other words be PREPARED.

· All papers must have a name and a date on the front page.  Papers that are turned with without names may be reduced.
· All assignments must be typed, unless otherwise directed by the instructor.  

· Students are expected to take notes during lecture/discussions.

· Students are expected to follow the following regarding plagiarism:
· Plagiarism Statement:  Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at Roswell High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.
· No profanity or slurs against others will be tolerated.

· No personal grooming in the classroom, please.

· No toys or hats permitted in the classroom.

· Cell phones are not to been seen or heard.

· No food or drink except water will be allowed in the classroom in the open or it will be taken up.

· Have a good time and learn as much as we possibly can!!!!!!!

MATURITY IS RESPECT, RESTRAINT AND RESPONSIBILITY

I want all of us to be successful and enjoy the class and one another. I am looking forward to a productive and interactive year with each of you. I am thrilled and honored to have you in my classes.

Grading Policy - A Point System

All graded experiences will be given a numerical grade based on a point system. In order to arrive at an average, the student's total earned points will be divided by the total possible points that have been earned. There will be numerous grades per semester (at least 40). These graded experiences will include but are not limited to: guided reading assignments, essays, quizzes, five major exams, debates, presentations, simulations, projects, etc.

Conferences and Study Sessions
I will be available for individual parent conferences upon request. Students and parents are requested to make an appointment with the instructor in advance of the date they wish extra help or conference. Generally, I am available Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings from 7:30 to 8:30.  I can be reached by calling the school at 770-552-4500 or by email at schulerm@fultonschools.org.  Email is my communication of choice since I don’t have a phone handy all day.
A Special Note to Parents

I am very excited about the new school year and want each parent to know that I am only an email or phone call away.  
I strongly believe that education is a "family affair". Therefore, it is always helpful when there is interest at home in student activity and progress in the class. Inquire often what your son or daughter is talking about or studying in AP World history and encourage him or her to understand that world history is indeed "his or her history". Remember that in this college level, students can count on having homework nearly every day.

It is my wish that each student will be successful, but I can only work from one end. Students and parents must take responsibility on their end as well. If we work together, success is assured. Please feel free to write a note or letter telling me about any special things that I should know about your son or daughter.

Study sessions for the A.P. exam in May will begin after we return from spring break in April.  All students are encouraged to attend.

Please be aware that North Springs sends out grade reports approximately every nine weeks. I encourage all of you to register through ParentConnect to view your student’s grades.  If you would like a progress report; you may email me at any time and I can email the report back to you within 24 hours.  Again, please feel free to call or e-mail about concerns you have about your child's progress.  I can be reached by calling the school at 770-552-4500 or by email at schulerm@fultonschools.org.  Email is my communication of choice since I don’t have a phone handy all day.

Please sign below and return so that I am aware that you have read this syllabus as well as the schedule for the first unit. It is a good idea for you to know where your child keeps the syllabus and unit schedule so that you may refer to it if there is an absence, or if you have questions throughout the year.

I am looking forward to an enriching and exciting year.

THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT! AND LET’S WORK TOGETHER SO THAT EVERYONE WILL RECEIVE A SCORE OF 3 OR BETTER ON THE AP EXAM IN MAY!

Mark Schuler

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------​

A.P. World History

Mr. Schuler

I have read the AP World syllabus and the unit 5 pacing guide and understand the requirements of this course.
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