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A.P. World History

Self-Study Worksheet

“The Rise and Fall of the Arab Caliphates, 632-1258”

Bulliet, pages 197 – 208

Answer the following questions on another sheet of paper.

Try to outline them rather than write in complete sentences.

1. Muhammad died in 632.  Within twenty-four hours, what problem surfaced?

2. What is a “caliph”?

3. What was Abu Bakr’s first three immediate tasks once he was chosen as the khalifa?

4. Why did there become two separate branches of Islam – Sunni and Shi’ite?

5. Arab conquests outside Arabia began under the second caliph, Umar in 634.  What areas were taken over by the Muslim Arabs by 711?

6. According to Bulliet, what were the two most important explanations for this historical watershed expansion?

7. What city was the Umayyad capital?

8. The second caliphate was the Abbasid Caliphate (750 – 1258).  What was its capital and governing and cultural characteristics?
9. What was the major reason for the decline of the Abbasid Caliphate beginning in 850?
10. Who were the “mamluks”?

11. List the major characteristics/contributions of the Samanid Dynasty and the Fatimid Dynasty.

12. What were the major cultural contributions of al-Andalus (Spanish Spain)?

13. What were the results of the Seljuk Turk rule?

14. Who was Saladin?

15. What group ended the Abbasid Caliphate?

