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A.P. World History
French Revolution
Television Documentary Project

Congratulations, you’ve been selected the news director for the local television station, WH2O.  The station has been working on an upcoming special about the early industrialization time period that is scheduled to air in May during sweeps.  You and your crew have been assigned the responsibilities to produce the entire program.  Your station manager is out of the country covering the writer’s guild strike and you and your crew have decided to relax for a few weeks until she returns.  Everything was going great UNTIL …

The managing partner for the station called and informed you and your crew that the program needs to be finished by April 1st instead of May.  He has faxed you the update requirements for the program.  He expects an Emmy out of this feature.  If your crew gets nominated for an Emmy you’ll get promoted to managing editor; if it doesn’t you’ll get demoted to cutting film clips for the next two years.  So break out the camcorder and the coffee because here is what your station manager wants included in the program.
The more items talked about the more likely the program will be nominated.  Get as many of the following terms in your script as possible:
1. Ancien Regime
2. First Estate

3. Second Estate

4. Third Estate
5. Bourgeoisie
6. Estates General

7. National Assembly

8. Oath of the Tennis Court

9. National Convention

10. Jacobins

11. “Girondists”

12. “The Mountain”

13. The Directory

14. Louis XVI

15. Marie Antoinette

16. Maximilien Robespierre

17. Napoleon Bonaparte

18. Fall of the Bastille

19. The March to Versailles

20. The Reign of Terror

21. Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen

22. Declaration of the Rights of Women
23. Gens de couleur Francois Dominque Toussaint L’Ouverture

24. Prince Klemens von Metternich

No good documentary about the French Revolution could be complete without information regarding the following questions.  You can incorporate several terms above while answering the questions below.
1. Affects of the Enlightenment on Revolutions around the world (American, French, Haitian)

2. Major causes of the French Revolution (Background)

3. What were the various stages of the Revolution and what were some of the characteristics of each stage (who, distinguishing characteristics, how it evolved into the next stage, etc.)

4. Describe Napoleon’s rise to power, his achievements and ultimately his downfall.  Be sure to mention the following big points:  

a. Taking power from the Directory

b. Continental system

c. Invasion of Russia in 1812

d. Collapse and results

5. Describe how the French Revolution encouraged the Haitian Revolution
6. What was the Congress of Vienna and what were the results?

Reminder:
Your newscast must be turning in on Wednesday, April 1st.  It must include the following:

1. Video tape of the documentary.
2. Script – typed.
3. List of reporters that contributed to the project.
4. Be no longer than 10 – 15 minutes.

Each person on the crew must take an active role in the production and presentation of the documentary.

Awards for nomination:
Best Script

Best news reporter

Best original set design

Best videography

Best production
Any others we can think of later

